
    
   

   

 
PRESS RELEASE     3.9.2025    
 
 
The foundation stone for the Port of Turku’s new joint terminal has been laid  
– A striking gateway to the West 
 
The foundation stone for the Port of Turku’s new joint terminal was laid at a celebratory event on Wednes-
day, 3 September 2025. The event brought together the key co-operative partners, designers, builders and city 
representatives of the Ferry Terminal Turku project to mark this significant milestone. 
 
Construction on the terminal began in January 2025 and is estimated to take about two years. 
 
The new joint terminal will serve all passenger ships docking regularly in Turku. The terminal will replace the 
existing terminals of Viking Line and Tallink Silja, and offer modern, safe and comfortable facilities for passen-
gers. The new terminal building enables the provision of flexible service for large numbers of passengers during 
a ship’s stay in port: the terminal building can hold up to 4,000 passengers at the same time.  
 
“The passenger terminal being built in the port of Turku represents the highest level of international expertise 
in architecture and functionality. ORIGAMI is not just a building – it is a gateway to experiences, adventures 
and efficient travel”, states Ville Niinistö, Chairman of the Board for the Port of Turku. 
 
The field and traffic arrangements being implemented in connection with the joint terminal will ensure func-
tional and safe passenger and cargo traffic in to and out of visiting passenger ships. 
 
“It has been great to watch the progress of a project of this size and to see it reach this important phase 
where the foundation stone is being laid. The close co-operation of all parties involved has been highly efficient 
and, for example, the coordination of the construction work with our car field, which is in daily use, has been 
very successful. We look forward to the completion of the new joint terminal and an even better passenger 
experience for our ship passengers”, says Margus Schults, CEO of Tallink Silja Oy. 
 
The new terminal will provide even better services to travellers and improve traffic efficiency in the port. 
 
“Viking Line has provided a connection between Turku and Stockholm for more than 50 years. The popularity 
of the route has been spurred over the decades by the exotic lure of travel abroad, bargain shopping, eco-
nomic upswings and recessions as well as the company’s increasingly magnificent ships. As a shipping company, 
we bring a lot of travellers to Turku and so the development of the Linnanniemi area is vital to us. Terminal is 
an important part of the development of the port of Turku and further reinforces its position as a significant 
traffic hub”, says Jan Hanses, President and CEO of Viking Line. 
 
Functional, effective, strong and delicate 
 
The terminal was designed by PES-Architects Ltd, whose ORIGAMI plan won the international architectural 
competition organised by the Port of Turku. The design aimed at combining efficiency, functionality and ex-
traordinary details in a way that would make it simultaneously strong and delicate.  
 
The terminal’s architecture is based on inclined triangular surfaces, and its glass and aluminium facades are 
highly diverse. The objective for the building is to receive three stars according to the environmental classifica-
tion of Rakennustieto, which indicates a good level of environmental quality. 
 
“It is gratifying to see Turku investing in the quality development of the port area, new public buildings and 
places that create opportunities for a vibrant urban culture. These are the things that cities are ultimately re-
membered for”, states Architect Tuomas Silvennoinen of PES-Architects Ltd. 



    
   

   

 
The inclined walls of the terminal showcase building expertise 
 
The terminal is being built by Skanska Talonrakennus Oy. The building will be located in the current passenger 
harbour area and the total area of the three-storey building will be more than 10,000 gross square metres.  
For Skanska, the project is not only a significant construction project, but also an impressive demonstration of 
the company’s technical competence. The architecturally demanding terminal with its inclined walls and large 
glass surfaces calls for exceptional accuracy and collaboration between different actors.  
 
“The success of our customers in their own areas of operations is important to us, and we will do our best to 
see this project succeed. It is fantastic to be involved in building a modern passenger terminal for the future in 
Turku”, affirms Tuomas Särkilahti, CEO of Skanska Finland. 
 
Space for the expansion of the City of Turku 
 
The motivation for the Ferry Terminal Turku project has been the need to serve Turku as it grows and devel-
ops.  The City wants to create a lively seaside area around Turku Castle with plenty of services to benefit and 
delight tourists and residents alike.  
 
The new joint terminal will serve as the gateway to this new district that combines history, modern architec-
ture and the principles of sustainable development.  
 
The completion of the terminal will also facilitate the efficient land use of the port area and the construction of 
new residential and commercial premises, which will support the city’s growth goals far into the future.  
 
“Our new joint terminal, Ferry Terminal Turku, will welcome travellers arriving by sea, thereby giving them a 
wonderful first impression of the City. In addition, Ferry Terminal Turku will serve as a vital part of the overall 
Maritime Turku vision, which has the City developing and growing out to meet the sea”, says Piia Elo, Mayor 
of Turku. 
 
The foundation stone laying ceremony symbolizes the concrete start of the construction phase. During the 
event, a time capsule was laid which contained, for example, the charter read out at the event, the day’s news-
papers, building plans, coins used in Finland, and the speech given by the Mayor at the event. The time capsule 
was embedded in a concrete slab that will remain part of the building foundation. 
 
When completed in early 2027, the terminal will be an important part of the tourism and traffic infrastructure 
of the City of Turku and a pioneer in sustainable urban development. The City of Turku will implement new 
street arrangements around the joint terminal, with construction beginning in September. 
 
Street construction projects in the same area 
 
A project to support the area around the passenger port is being implemented by the City to create the nec-
essary conditions for the development of the Port of Turku and its increasing traffic volumes. New, more con-
venient routes will be built to facilitate port traffic between 2026 and 2028.  
 
The traffic impacts of the first project will begin next week (week 37), when Linnankatu street will be closed 
off at Turku Castle and traffic will be guided to a designated detour route. The construction work will impact 
Linnankatu street until the summer of 2026.  
 
An information event on the street project will be held for residents at Forum Marinum on Thursday, 25 Sep-
tember at 5 p.m. 
 
Photos from the ceremony and the terminal construction site:  
https://portofturku.emmi.fi/l/6cz8-sHb52pv 

https://portofturku.emmi.fi/l/6cz8-sHb52pv


    
   

   

 
Further information: 
 
• Mayor Piia Elo, City of Turku 

tel. +358 40 1873 363, firstname.lastname@turku.fi 
 

• Chairman of the Board Ville Niinistö, Port of Turku Ltd 
tel. +358 50 5122 094, firstname.lastname@europarl.europa.eu 
 

• CEO Margus Schults, Tallink Silja Oy  
tel. +358 50 3545 867, firstname.lastname@tallinksilja.com 
 

• CEO Jan Hanses, Viking Line Abp 
tel. +358 400 721 039, firstname.lastname@vikingline.com 
 

• Architect SAFA Tuomas Silvennoinen, PES-Architects Ltd 
tel. +358 40 5652 745, firstname.lastname@pesark.com 
 

• CEO Tuomas Särkilahti, Skanska Finland 
tel. +358 40 5602 103, firstname.lastname @skanska.fi 
 

• Managing Director Erik Söderholm, Port of Turku Ltd 
tel. +358 50 5533 103, firstname.lastname @portofturku.fi 

 
 
 
 
Ferry Terminal Turku (FTT) is a joint project of the Port of Turku, City of Turku, and Tallink Silja and Viking Line to develop passenger traffic. The 
aim is to build a new common passenger terminal area for the use of shipping companies. The project includes the construction of the actual ter-
minal building, the renovation of the berths to be used by the shipping companies and their background areas, including passenger pipes and 
bridges and the construction of a car field with transport connections to the street network and drop off traffic area. In addition, there will be some 
restructuring in the actual cargo port in connection with the project. The estimated completion date of the new joint terminal is at the beginning of 
2027. The estimated cost of the project is EUR 172 million. 


